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CISCE Chandigarh outperforms
CBSE, State boards in National
Achievement Survey

PNS W CHANDIGARH

tudents of the CISCE have

outperformed their counter-
parts from state boards and
CBSE in the first ever standard-
ized country wide test for class
X students. The test was carried
out as part of a sample survey
conducted by the National
Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT).

Students from the Council
for the Indian School Certificate
Examinations, that conducts the
ICSE (Class X) examination,
achieved top honours, as per
tindings of the survey.

While several rounds of
achievement surveys have been
conducted by NCERT at the ele-
mentary stage of school educa-
tion [at Class [11, V and VIII lev-
els), this isthe first time that the

NCERT has undertaken the
Achievermnent Survey at the Class
X level.

The objective of the survey
was to assess achievement lexf:é
of students in the five major sub-
jects of English, Mathematics,
Social Science, Science and
Modern Indian languages and to
studv differences in achieve-

ment levels with regards to area,
gender, social group, board and
management of schools.

The test was conducted in 24
states and 7 union territories of
the country after a scientific and
robust process of sample design,
test development and translation.

NCERT surveyors visited
7,216 schools, affiliated to
CISCE, CBSE and the various
state boards and tested 277,416
students on the five subjects with
a standard set of multiple-choice
questions.

Gerry Arathoon, chief exec-
utive and secretary of the
Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations said,
“The board has kept pace with
the changing scenario and has
altered its curriculum in the
manner to provide the best to its

children”
The Survey revealed that

the mﬂ:ﬂrity of the States/UTs
are performing below the over-
all average score in all subject
areas. In most subjects, scores
for boys and girls were found to
be very similar. In all subjects,
students from urban areas out-
Ferfurmed their counterparts
rom rural areas.
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Girls as good as boys in maths: NCERT survey

Manas h.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The notion that
glrls are not good with num.
bers and science is just a
myth, if’ data from a nation-
wide survey of more than 2.7
lakh students is any indicator
The survey conducted on
Class X students showed girls

performedonanequalfooting

with boys in mathematics, sei-

enceand social sciences.
Thestudy, however, upheld

»Free online coaching for
poor lIT aspirants? P11

another cormmon belief— that
girls have better language
skills, Girls outperformed
boys in English and other lan-

guages in the survey conduct-
ed in 2015 by the National
Council of Educatiomal Re-
search and Training (NCERT)
In 7,216 schools followlng dif:
ferent boards across 33 states
and Unionterritories.

The study also highlighted
rampant under-performance
among students in rural sett-
ings, those studving in govern-

ment schools and hailing from
underprivileged backgrounds
surh asDalits and tribals.

Another distirbing trend
was the poor showlng In scl
ence and maths by students ina
majority of states. Scores in
gcience were below the nation-
al average in 24 states.

»‘Maths, science...' P17
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‘Pupils struggle most
in maths and science’

instruction across the country

» Assessed student |
achievement in \
mathematics, social

STATE OF EDUCATION

» National Achievement Survey is the first survey
for class X and administered in 15 languages of

%]

Sample size | Comprising =
277416 students in 7,216
. schools across 33 states/

SCief'ce' science, Union Territories (UTs) and 2
English and modem Boards
Indian languages
bjed 1S Bo Rural ha 0OBC 2 0 aeaci| Private |
English 252 248 244 263 | 238 | 241 245 267 236 246 7
Maths 250 250 297 256 240 237 250 260 239 248 269
Science 250 250 247 257 | 239 | 235 249 263 239 248 7o
Social Sc | 250 250 247 257 | 2a0 | 230 249 260 238 248 271
MIL 254 246 244 262 | 239 | 233 249 263 235 252 269
* National average is 250 ** MIL- Modem Indian Language
» Continued fromP 1 all subject areas.. Low performed the best, with stu-
achievement is largely an dents achieving scores sig-

n maths, the survey
Ishowed 21 states falling

below the average. In gen-
eral, students struggled the
most in subjects that in-
volved numerical problems
and practicals.

The study also showed
that a few states were far
ahead of the rest. In mathe-
matics, only four states and
UTs performed way above
the national average while
students from 21 states and
UTs were assessed to be sig-
nificantly below the average.
In science, as many as 24
states and UTs were below
the national average even
while a large variation was
found in scores within states.

“Thesurvey revealed that
the majority of thestatesand
UTs are performing below
the overall average score in

outcome of lack of concep-
tual clarity and understand-
ing,” says the report.

On average, just 41% of
the questions on English
were answered correctly. In
mathematics, thepercentage
was even less (40%). It
was slightly better for sci-
ence (429,) and social sci-
ences (47%). It was only in
modern Indian languages
(MITL) that students on aver-
age managed to answer more
than half the questions
correctly (53.5%).

Shockingly, more than
one-third of the students
scored between 0 to 35%. On-
ly 2% of them could score
75% and above inscience and
social studies while none
could score as much in
English and mathematics.

Amongstates, Karnataka

nificantly higher than thena-
tional average in four of the
five subjects assessed. In En-
glish, the north-ecastern
states of Mizoram, Naga-
land. Meghalaya and Sikkim
were among the seven best
performers.

The report also summar-
ised the performances of
various central and state
Boards — in subjects as well
as range of correct answers.
In English, the top three
boards were ICSE. CBSE and
Nagaland board while in

mathematics, ICSE, CBSE
and Odisha board had the
highest scores.

In science and social sci-
ence, too, ICSE students
performed better than the
rest. In MIL, West Bengal
board students outperform-
ed therest.
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Girls as good as boys in maths:
NCERT survey

Wy EW DELHL: The
notion that girls are

not good with

numbers and science
is just a myth, if data from a
nationwide survey of more than
2.7 lakh students is any
indicator. The survey conducted
on Class X student showed girls
performed on an equal footing
with boys in mathematics,

science and social sciences.

The study, however, upheld another common conception — that girls have better
language skills. Girls outperformed boys in English and other languages in the
survey conducted in 2015 by the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) In 7,216 schools following different boards across 33 states and
Union territories.

The study also highlighted rampant under-performance among students in rural

settings, those studying In government ment schools and halling from
underprivileged backgrounds, such as Dalits and tribals.

Another disturbing trend was the poor showing in science and maths by students in
a majority of states. Scores in science were below the national average in 24 states.

In maths, the survey showed 21 states falling below the average. In general, students
struggled the most In subjects that Involved numerical problems and practicals. The

study also showed that a few states were far ahead of the rest.
Continued to next page>>
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» National Achievement Survey is the first survey
for class X and administered in 15 languages of
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instruction across the country
» Assessed student

\ . suxleslze | Comprisin
achievementin 3 297476 students in 4,216
mathematics, social | schools across 33 states/
science, science, Union Territories (UTs) and

English and modern
Indian languages

Girls | Boys mm)an SC
English | 252 | 248 | 244 | 263 | 238 2n
Maths | 250 | 250 | 247 | 256 | 240 | 237 | 250 260 239 248 269
Science | 250 | 250 | 247 | 257 | 239 | 235 | 249 263 239 | 248 | Z0
SocialSc | 250 | 250 | 247 | 257 | 240 | 239 | 249 260 238 248 271

MIL 254 | 246 | 294 | 262 | 239 | 233 | 249 263 235 252 269
* National average is 250 ** MIL- Modern Indian Language
In mathematics, only four states and UTs performed way above the national average
while students from 21 states and UTs were assessed to be significantly below the

Boards

Subject

average. In science, as many as 24 states and UTs were below the national average
even while a large variation was found in scores within states.

"The survey revealed that the majority of the states and UTs are performing below
the overall average score in all subject areas... Low achievement is largely an
outcome of lack of conceptual clarity and understanding,” says the report.

On average, just 41% of the gquestions on English were answered correctly. In
mathematics, the percentage was aven less (40%). It was slightly better for science
(43%) and social sciences (47%). It was only in modern Indian languages (MIL) that
students on average managed to answer more than half the questions correctly
(53.5%).

Shockingly, more than one-third of the students scored between O to 35%. Only 2%
of them could score 75% and above in science and social studies while none could
score as much in English and mathematics.

Among states, Karnataka performed the best, with students achieving scores
significantly higher than the national average in four of the five subjects assessed. In
English, the north-eastern states of Mizoram, Nagaland, Meghalaya and Sikkim were

Continued to next page==
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The report also summarised the performances of
various central and state Boards — in subjects as
well as range of correct answers. In English, the
top three boards were ICSE, CESE and Nagaland
board while in mathematics, [CSE, CBSE and
Odisha board had the highest scores.

In science and social science, too, IC5E students
performed better than the rest. In MIL, West

Bengal board students outperformed the rest.
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CBSE and ICSE ace state boards

Basant Kumar Mohanty

SCHOOL REPORT

How students of some state boards and national boards
performed in countrywide tests that were part of an
NCERT sample survey (figures show scores out of 100)

National
average

CISCE (ICSE)
CBSE
Nagaland
Karnataka
Bengal
Odisha
Assam
Punjab
Gujarat

MP

Tamil Nadu

84
68
63
45
A4
38
38
32
30
30
30

61
50
34
32
40
43
38
30
31
31
30

68
57
41
43
41
37
38
32
33
31
33

61
59
48
53
45
38
37
34
32
35
36

Social § MIL*
Science
41 40 43 47 53

69
70
NA**
NA**
73
53
49
48
48
44
40

* Modern Indian Language, the main language in the state

** Not uploaded by NCERT till Saturday evening

Continued to next page=>



New Delhi, March 12: Schoolchildren from national boards have outperormed those from
the state boards in the first-ever standardised countrywide test of Class X pupils, carried out
as part of a sample survey by the National Council of Educational Research ard Training
(NCERT).

Students from the Council for the Indian School Cerificate Examinations, which conducts
the ICSE exam, and the Central Board of Secondary Education have come outtops while
Madhya Pradesh, Gujaratand Tamil Madu hug the basement.

MCERT sunveyors visited 7,216 schools, affiliated to 33 state boards and two national
boards, and tested 277,416 students on five subjects with a standard set of multiple-choice
guestions.

Magaland and Goa are top amang the states while Bengal and Karnataka follow closely.
Bengal's Class X pupils have done the best across the nation in the modern Indian
language test (Bengali in their case), storing 73 against a national average of 53.

They have beaten the natonal average in English as well and equalled it in mathematics
while slipping in science and social science.

Rural and Dalit children have fared worse than urban and upper taste pupils, while those
fram government schools have lagged their counterparts from government-aided and
privata schoaols.

The Bihar and Manipur boards “could not paricipate”, the NCERT has said without
explanation. The survey was conducted in November 2014 and February last year but the
resulls were releasad recently.

"The findings give the state-wise lewvel of performance. The states can analyse the data and
ake measuras o improve the standards of learning,” said . Sreekanth, head of the
MNCERT's education survey division.

In English and modern Indian language, the students were tested on reading
comprehension and "language elements”.

In mathematics, the gquestions ware from arithmetic, algebra, geometry, igonometry,
coordinate geametry and statistics.

The stience guestions were rom chemistry, physics, biology, food and natural resources.
The social science test covered history, economics, geography and politics.

Sreekanth said the NCERT surveys students of Classes I, Y and VI every three years.
This survey of Class X students followed a prod fram the Union human resource
development ministry.

Individual results will not be provided to the students, Sreekanth said.

"The abjective of the study was to find out the performance of a state in general. This was
nat to target the individual learner but to address systemic issues in learning,” he said.

Twao yaars aq0, Bengal had figurad amaong the top four states - with Uttar Pradesh, Kerala
and Madhya Fradesh - in the MCERT's latest survey of Class % and Class VIl pupils. But
experis had said the state’s high dropout rate may have played a part by weeding outthe
weaker students.

Biharand Jharkhand had figured near the botom.

Tha MGO Pratham oo tests studants up to Class Vil every yaar and publishes a report.
Rukmini Banerji of Pratham said the NCERT findings "pointin the same direction” as
Fratham's.

Pratham's January 20i5 repart had found thatthe propartion of Class V' children who could
read Class lltext had risen marginally from 46.8 percentin 2012 to 47 per centin 2013 and
43.1 percentin 2014.

In mathematics, 24 9 per cent of Class V children could do simple division in 2012, which
incregsed to 25.6 parcentin 2013 and 26.1 per centin 2014.
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